
 

 
 

Acts 16:11-40 

Sermon headings 

God’s sovereign power: 

1. Opening hearts 

2. Producing joy 

3. Forming his church 

Read verses 11 to 15 

1. How would you describe Lydia based on the information Luke 

gives us? 

2. What does the Lord do for her? 

 What does this teach us about where faith comes from? 

 How should we respond to this? 

3. How do Lydia’s actions prove the authenticity of her faith? 

 How can this both challenge and encourage us? 

Read verses 16 to 18 

4. How would you describe the slave girl? 



 

 
 

5. Even though she spoke truthfully, having his message endorsed 

by a demon-possessed girl probably wasn’t the look Paul was 

going for and may have been confusing for his hearers, which 

may be why he got annoyed.  But what might she have learnt 

about Jesus through what happened? 

Read verses 19 to 34 

6. What details stand out to you most from this story? 

7. How would you describe the joy that the jailer is filled with? 

 Where does this joy come from? 

 How can we re-gain this joy if it is lacking? 

Read verse 35 to 40 

8. This is the start of the church in Philippi.  Think about the 

people we’ve met in this study.  What does this teach us about 

the church that God is building? 

 How should we think of Emmanuel in light of these 

verses? 

Take time to share prayer requests and pray about the things you have 

discussed. 


