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Philippians 1:1-11
Introduction

Think of a time when you’ve been overflowing with joy. Perhaps a day when you’ve had
exam results. There are some among us who have celebrated their results this summer.
Perhaps a wedding day, such as Robert and Charlotte’s. Perhaps the offer of a new job, or a
promotion. Perhaps a day when your team won a trophy. There are times like those when
joy just bursts out of us.

This letter to the church in Philippi, that we're going to be studying together over the
coming weeks, is one of the most joyful letters we have in the Bible. Remarkably, Paul was
in chains as he wrote, in prison. They’re not the circumstances we normally associate with a
joy filled life. Yet he was full of joy. And the cause of his joy was this little group of believers
in Philippi, in modern day Greece. Paul sees every one of them as a work of God.

So, this letter is full of joy. And this opening passage also gives us a remarkable insight into
Paul’s prayer life. It’s all about his prayers for the Philippians. If you’re visiting with us, this
morning, this passage may help you to grasp something of what makes a Christian tick —
what’s going on inside us. And the first thing you might notice is the thankfulness that Paul
expresses.

That’s our first heading: Thankfulness.
Thankfulness

Please look down again at verses 1 to 3.
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and
deacons:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
| thank my God every time | remember you.

Paul begins his letter by expressing his thankfulness to God. That’s because salvation is
God’s work from beginning to end.

Two weeks ago, when we looked at Acts 16, we saw how God brought the church in Philippi
into existence, through Paul’s preaching. It began with Lydia, a businesswoman, who traded
in purple cloth. We’re told that when she heard Paul speaking about Jesus... The Lord
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.

That’s how it begins for all of us.
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You and | can only profess faith in Jesus because God has first opened our hearts to respond
to the gospel. And the difference it makes to our lives will be visible to those around us.
Our lives may change at different rates. Some change overnight when they become
Christians. For others, change is more gradual. But when our hearts are opened to respond
to the gospel, it will always make a visible difference to our lives. And that’s God’s work in
us too. If you’ve known someone who’s become a Christian, you may have noticed how
they’ve changed.

Lydia put her faith in Jesus. She and her household were baptised. And she opened her
home to Paul and his companions and asked them to come and stay.

That’s what the Lord did for the jailer too. ‘What must | do to be saved?’ he had asked. It’s
a remarkable question that could only have been prompted by God’s work in him. And
when Paul led him to faith in Jesus, he too was baptised, along with his whole household.
And he was so filled with joy over his newfound relationship with God that he too opened
his house and celebrated with Paul and Silas over a meal.

Perhaps we should also include a slave girl, from whom Paul had driven out an evil spirit in

the name of Jesus Christ. No doubt there were others. At the end of Acts 16, we were told
that Paul met with all the brothers and sisters at Lydia’s house one last time before leaving
Philippi and moving on. And perhaps he’s got a picture of each one of them in his mind as

he writes, in verse 3, | thank my God every time | remember you.

He thanks God because this is all God’s handiwork. You and | contribute nothing to our
salvation except the sin that made it necessary. Salvation is all God's work. We can take
none of the credit. It's God’s gift to us; a gift that flows from his loving kindness.

Whenever we experience someone’s kindness, our first response is to say thank you. If
anyone does something loving for me or my family, my first response is always gratitude.
We're all the same. And as we look around us this morning, if we see each person here as
the product of God’s loving handiwork, then, like Paul, we should be filled with
thankfulness. If you wouldn’t yet call yourself a Christian, it’s great to have you here. And
the fact that you are here may be because God is already at work in you, for which we’re
also thankful.

As we pray for one another at home, our first prayer should be, ‘Thank you’. Before we
start asking God to do things in each other’s lives, our first prayer should be to thank him for
opening each other’s hearts to trust in Jesus. If you’re not already in the habit of doing so,
why don’t you try saying thank you to God each day this week for 1 or 2 different people in
our church family. Before long you’ll be overflowing with thankfulness like Paul.

Salvation is all God’s handiwork. And that truth also gave Paul confidence as he prayed.
That’s our second heading: Confidence.
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Confidence
Look down again at verses 4 to 6.

In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

God finishes what he has started. He never gives up.

| can’t say the same thing. My son, Nathan, was clearing out his bedroom this week before
heading off to university. And in one cupboard he found box after box of half-finished Airfix
models. Over the years, we’d started them together. What we’d done, we’d done well.
They were nicely painted. But at some point, we’d clearly lost interest and given up, and
they had been put in a cupboard and forgotten about. There are lots we had finished. But
there were also lots of boxes of half-finished models that had been put aside and forgotten
about. Sadly, they ended up in the bin.

But God will never do that. What he starts he finishes. He never gives up. And that's why
Paul is so confident. [| am] confident of this, he says, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

God had been at work in Lydia. He had been at work in the jailer. He had been at work in
others too. And what he had started, he would finish. He would never cease his good work
until they were finally made perfect in heaven.

That’s why Paul was filled with joy despite languishing in chains in a prison cell. Whatever
he was going through now, he was in God’s hands. And whatever the Philippians might go
through, they too were in God’s hands. They were secure. What God starts, he finishes.

And the same’s true for all of us, who belong to Jesus. Whatever we’re doing, whatever
we’re going through, God is with us. Every day he’s at work in us, forming us into the
people he has saved us to be. And he will never stop, until that work is complete in heaven.
What God starts, he finishes.

And that truth is liberating. As Christians, we don’t need to be anxious as others are
anxious. We don’t need to worry about the future and what it may hold. Whatever we
might go through, we know that God will be with us in it. And our ultimate destination is
secure... because what God starts, he finishes. He will see all his people safely home to
heaven. It’s a confidence that a person only has when they trust their life into God’s hands,
through faith in Jesus. But it’s a confidence that he fills our hearts with when we do.

Paul prayed for the Philippians with confidence. And he also prayed with deep affection.
And that’s our next heading: Affection.
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Affection

Please look again at verses 7 and 8. Paul writes: It is right for me to feel this way about all
of you, since | have you in my heart and, whether | am in chains or defending and
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. God can testify how | long
for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Paul loved the Philippians dearly. It’s an affection that was grounded in their gospel
partnership. In verse 4, Paul said that he always prays with joy because of their partnership
in the gospel from the first day until now. At the end of the letter, we'll discover that the
Philippians had sent gifts to Paul to support him in his ministry. When he had set out from
Macedonia, they were the only church that had shared with him. They had sent him aid
when he was in need. They had wanted to support him as he shared the message of Jesus
with others. And it's their partnership in the gospel that gave Paul confidence about their
salvation. It was yet more observable evidence that God was at work in them. Whenever
God opens a person's heart to the gospel, he calls that person into gospel partnership. We
have a newfound allegiance to Jesus. We find that we are bound together with others who
have that same allegiance. And we have a growing desire to work with them to make the
message of Jesus known in the world, so that others might discover the joy of knowing Jesus
too.

That might mean a new desire to use our money to support gospel ministry around the
world, as the Philippians did. As a church, we support the Kralovis as they work to tell
people in the Czech Republic about Jesus. Individually, perhaps you support missionaries in
other places. That kind of giving is a form of gospel partnership that connects Christians all
around the world. Or we might give money to support gospel ministry here in the UK. Last
week, it was great to have Glen Scrivener here with some of his team from Speak Life. We
also support Ed Drew and his team at Faith in Kids. That support isn’t merely financial
giving, it’s gospel partnership. We are partnering with them in the work of making the good
news of Jesus known here in the UK. Or perhaps you give your money, your time and your
energy to be involved in gospel ministry here at Emmanuel. Perhaps you serve in Sunday
Club, or Creche, or Buttons. Perhaps you can get involved in the youth ministry that we
want to develop over the coming years. That is all partnership in the gospel.

And there are other ways we can partner with others in gospel ministry. The opportunities
are almost endless. And that gospel partnership not only advances the gospel, it also binds
us together in mutual affection. As we partner together to serve Christ and make him
known, we find that we draw closer to one another, our affection for one another deepens
and deepens.

And finally, Paul prays that the Philippians would have discernment.

That’s our final heading: Discernment.
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Discernment
Please look down at verse 9.

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth
of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
- to the glory and praise of God.

Paul isn’t suggesting that the Philippians lack love and need to ask for it. Rather, he’s
speaking to them as people who already love each other deeply. As we heard when we
read about them in Acts, when God opened their hearts, they opened their homes. They
started to express love for each other in practical ways. Love was their new nature in Christ.
When someone experiences God’s love for them in Christ, that love overflows from them to
others. And Paul prays for the Philippians that their love would abound more and more.

People often comment on what a loving church we are. And that’s right. But Paul would
say, that’s no reason for complacency or self-congratulation. The love among us needs to
keep growing. And, specifically, Paul prays for it to grow in knowledge and depth of insight.

Abounding in knowledge and depth of insight, isn’t about becoming smarter. It’s about
becoming more discerning in our love for one another. How many times have you thought
you knew what was best for someone only to discover that you’d totally misread the
situation — you’d got it completely wrong? We need to pray that our love would grow in
knowledge and depth of insight.

And the purpose of this prayer, Paul says, is so that you may be able to discern what is best
and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ.

The most difficult choices we face are often not in deciding between what is right and
wrong. What we find difficult is deciding between what is good and what is best. What is
the best way that | can love this person in this situation? Should | call round and visit... or is
that too intrusive? Should | pick up the phone and call... or is that not doing enough? Is
there something practical | can do to help? We need discernment.

And when we love one another and keep growing in our love for one another, then, Paul
says, our lives will be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
and will all be to the glory and praise of God.

The love between us should be evident to those who know us. If you’re visiting with us this
morning, | hope you get a sense of the love that’s among us as Christians — if not, then we're
doing something wrong. | hope you can feel the love that’s here. And | hope this love will
move you to find out more about Jesus, because it’s all his work among us.

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV)



A .
EMMANUEL CHURCH HASTINGS A sermon preached on 21 September 2025 by Martin Lane 6

Conclusion

So then, Paul is full of joy as he begins this letter that we’re going to be studying over the
next few months. He’s thankful for God’s work in the hearts of the Philippians. He’s
confident that God will finish what he has started. His heart is overflowing with affection for
the Philippians because of their partnership in the gospel. And he prays for them to have
discernment, so they may live increasingly fruitful lives that bring glory to God, on account
of their faith in Jesus.

It’s a beautiful picture of the joy we can all have in the Christian life, as we learn to see and
value each other as the product of God’s handiwork and learn to love each other as Jesus
loves us.

If you wouldn’t yet call yourself a Christian, this joy is available to you too, through faith in
Jesus. You’re not excluded. If you would like to, please do come and speak with me and
find out more about Jesus after the service. And please do come back and join us as we
work through the rest of this letter.

But for now, let’s pray.

Loving Father, you have been powerfully at work among us for many years, opening our
hearts to respond to the message about Jesus. We thank and praise you for it, in the
confidence that you will finish what you have started. Please fill us with deep affection for
one another as we work together in gospel partnership, so that others may know the joy
that comes through Jesus. Give us discernment to know how to love each other as you love
us. And please make us fruitful in your service, so that you will be glorified among us. We
ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV)



