
 

 
 

Philippians 1:1-11 

Sermon headings 

Thankfulness 

Confidence 

Affection 

Discernment 

Read verses 1 to 8 

1. What difference will it make to your view of someone to see 

them as a product of God’s loving kindness? 

 How much effort do you invest in finding out how others 

in our church family came to faith, and how could you 

do it more? 

 How often do you say thank you to God for people in 

the church family, and what would help you to do it 

more? 

2. Why is it liberating to know that what God starts, he finishes? 

 How does this truth help you to know how to pray for 

people in our church family when they are going 

through hard times? 



 

 
 

3. How does being in gospel partnership deepen our affection for 

one another? 

 In what different ways can we be in gospel partnership 

with each other at Emmanuel? 

Read verses 9 to 11 

4. What will it look like to have discernment in the following 

situations (work through as many as you have time for): 

 Helping someone who is feeling ill? 

 Challenging someone who is acting unwisely? 

 Comforting someone who is grieving? 

 Encouraging someone who is feeling down or anxious? 

5. How might God produce this discernment in us? 

6. Why should we want to pursue this discernment? 

Take time to share prayer requests and pray about the things you have 

discussed. 


