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1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Introduction 

We have 13 of Paul’s letters in our Bibles. He begins each one with a greeting to his readers 

in the form of a simple blessing. In 11 of his letters, he writes, grace and peace to you. But 

in his two letters to Timothy, he begins with a three-fold blessing. You can see it here in 

verse 2: grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. He goes on 

to remind Timothy of the grace and mercy that he’s received from God. In v13 and again in 

v16, he says that he’s been blessed by God’s mercy; and in v14, Paul says that the Lord’s 

grace has been poured out abundantly on him. 

Our first heading, then: 

Grace, Mercy and Justice 

Read 12 – 14 12I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13Even though I was once a 

blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 14The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

Paul says that the grace of Christ was poured out abundantly on him. If there’s one word 

more than any other that Paul uses in his letters, it’s grace. In the letter to the Romans, he 

uses it 20 times; in his two letters to the church at Corinth: 19 times. In his other epistles, a 

total of 46 times. 85 times, then, Paul writes of God’s grace – God’s undeserved blessing. 

He writes that God holds nothing back. He uses every adjective he can think of to describe 

God’s grace: 

Romans 5:17: …God’s abundant provision of grace. 

2 Corinthians 9:14: …the surpassing grace of God. 

Ephesians 1:6: …glorious grace, which he has freely given us 

Ephesians 1:7, 8: riches of God’s grace, that he lavished on us. 

Ephesians 2:7: …the incomparable riches of his grace.  

And so here, in v14… the Lord’s grace was poured out on me abundantly. Like a river 

overflowing its banks, God poured out his grace on Paul, along with the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus.  
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And not only was God’s grace poured out on Paul, but also his mercy. V13: I was shown 

mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. Someone once said that if grace is getting 

what you don’t deserve, mercy is not getting what you do deserve. 

A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied 

that the young man had committed a certain offence twice, and that justice demanded the 

death penalty.  

“But I don’t ask for justice,” the mother explained. “I plead for mercy.”  

“But your son does not deserve mercy,” Napoleon replied.  

“Sir,” the woman said, “it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for.” 

“Well, then,” the emperor said, “I will have mercy,” and he spared the woman’s son. 

In one sense, mercy is not doing something that you ought to do; a negative thing: 

withholding punishment from those who deserve nothing less. But God’s mercy is much 

more than this: it’s a positive outpouring of his loving-kindness. Many times in the NT, 

people cried out to Jesus to have mercy; to help them in their time of need. 

A Gentile woman from the region of Tyre and Sidon pleads for mercy. Matt 15:22: A 

Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have 

mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 

Two blind men plead for mercy. Matt 9:27: As Jesus went on from there, [the synagogue 

leader’s house] two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of 

David!” 

Blind Bartimaeus at the roadside pleads for mercy: Mark 10:47: When he heard that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

None of these people was seeking forgiveness for a particular sin they had committed. They 

were begging Jesus to go out of his way to help them. They were asking for more than 

forgiveness; they were asking Jesus to have pity on them, to bring healing and hope. 

Two ladies were meeting over coffee, talking about a mutual friend. One said, “Oh, she’s at 

the beauty salon today.” Her friend replied, “I hope they do her justice.” To which the first 

one said, rather unkindly, “It’s not justice she needs, it’s mercy.” 

Grace and mercy are part of God’s very make-up, his character. But then, so is justice. If 

grace is getting what you don’t deserve, and mercy is not getting what you do deserve, then 

justice is getting what you deserve. Justice means bringing punishment on the guilty, and 

mercy is withholding that punishment. So, there’s a paradox here, and the question is: how 

can God be a God of mercy and of justice? 
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In every other religion in world that has a supreme god, that god’s mercy is always exercised 

at the expense of justice. For example, in Islam, Allah may grant mercy to an individual, but 

it’s done by dismissing the penalties of whatever law has been broken. In other words, the 

offender’s punishment – the punishment that he really deserved – is brushed aside so that 

mercy can be extended. Islam’s Allah, and every other deity in non-Christian religions, sets 

aside the requirements of moral law in order to be merciful. Mercy, then, is at odds with 

justice. In a sense, in those religions, crime can indeed pay. 

Suppose a human judge allowed a convicted murderer to go free. Most people would feel 

the need to complain. The judge’s responsibility is to see that the law is followed, and that 

justice is carried out. A judge who ignores the law, then, is betraying his office. Christianity is 

unique in that God’s mercy is shown through His justice. There’s no setting aside of justice 

to make room for mercy. Justice and mercy meet at the cross of Christ, where the penalty of 

sin was satisfied through Christ’s death. Through the sacrifice of his Son, God extends His 

mercy to you and me, undeserving sinners; and to all who put their trust in Jesus to save 

them. Our next heading, then: 

Through Christ Jesus, grace and mercy work… 

• … to save 

Read 15, 16 15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 

that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 

those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 

Twice, Paul refers to himself as ‘the worst of sinners.’ Here, and in verse 13, where he writes that 

he… was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man. In words of bitter self-accusation, 

Paul reminds Timothy that he was once a violent blasphemer, and a persecutor of church. 

Blasphemy here doesn’t mean using God’s name as a swear word, but acting in a way that’s totally 

opposed to God’s loving purpose. One commentator puts it like this: “He who had seen Stephen die 

for Christ, and after this did not cease to pant like a wild beast for the blood of the Church, must 

have known that he had not been guilty of simply reviling men but of blaspheming God.” 

Paul couldn’t see how anyone could be worse than him. There may be times when we feel the same 

– when we see ourselves as we truly are, deserving of God’s condemnation. But in his grace and 

mercy, Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – even you and me! He came to rescue us 

from the horrors of hell. With Paul, we recognise that we deserve nothing; but Christ’s grace and 

mercy mean that not even the worst of sinners is beyond the reach of a loving God. 

Through Christ Jesus, grace and mercy work to save. And through Christ Jesus, grace and mercy 

work… 
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• … to appoint 

Why did Paul receive Christ’s grace and mercy? We find the answer in verse 16: 16But for that very 

reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 

immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 

In me, Paul says, Christ reveals his patience to those seeking forgiveness and eternal life. Look back 

to v12: 12I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. Paul knew what a privilege it was to be appointed to 

Christ’s service; to be appointed, as he says in v1, an apostle by command of Christ Jesus. 

In recent times, the performance of the England cricket team has been pretty mixed. There have 

been some dismal failures, but also some spectacular successes, due in large part to one player: Ben 

Stokes. Following an ugly brawl outside a Bristol night-club in 2017, Stokes was dropped from the 

England team, and fined for bringing the game into disrepute. After serving an 8-match suspension, 

he was reinstated; and went on to achieve great success for his country. In an interview after one 

match in which he had led the team to victory, he said. “It was very satisfying for me. I was quite 

emotional walking off there at the end. Even walking on the field the first time and walking off 

tonight made me understand how much a privilege it is to represent your country.” 

Time and again, Paul bears witness to the grace of God in his life, to the privilege of sharing the 

gospel as an apostle of Christ Jesus. Galatians 1:15, 16: God, who set me apart from my mother’s 

womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him 

among the Gentiles… 

Paul was appointed by the grace of God in Christ to preach the gospel. 

In 1982, my wife Janet and I were called by God to work for Youth for Christ in Hastings. We were 

privileged to share the gospel with youngsters in all the secondary schools in the area. In some we 

ran weekly Christian Union meetings, in others we were allowed to take RE lessons and assemblies. 

And more recently, here at Emmanuel, we helped to run a seniors meeting, where we not only had 

fun together, but also shared a simple gospel message each week. I have never taken these 

opportunities for granted. It has been a real privilege for me to work for God’s kingdom – as it is to 

share this message with you today. 

So here, Paul writes in v16, he’s been shown mercy so that Christ’s patience could be revealed. This 

gives me immense hope for the future. God could have put an end to humanity as soon as Adam 

sinned. But this wasn’t his plan. As Peter wrote in 2 Peter chapter 3, God is patient with us, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. God’s plan is not to destroy sinners, 

but to save them, and give them eternal life. May I ask: how has God treated you? Has he shown you 

great patience? Has he brought you to repentance and faith? If you’re not yet a Christian believer, at 

least you’re here this morning. Let me urge you: don’t stop seeking – keep on; Christ will be patient 

with you. If he had mercy on Paul, and mercy on me, then he will have mercy on you. 

Paul is simply overwhelmed by the wonder of the privilege of sharing the gospel with others. His 

heart is full of gratitude, and he bursts into praise. Read 17. 17Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Through Christ Jesus, grace and mercy work to save, to appoint. And, finally, through Christ Jesus, 

grace and mercy work… 

• To provide 

v12 again. 12I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 

Christ Jesus has given me strength. Where God appoints, God provides. Before my family and I came 

to Hastings, I had secure, relatively well-paid job as a senior Head of Department in a large 

secondary school in Cornwall. But then, as I said, I heard God’s call, appointing me to work as 

Director of Youth for Christ in Hastings. The work here had no fixed income, no central fund on 

which we could draw. We depended entirely on what local Christians provided. I had a wife, three 

teenage children and mother-in-law to care for, so this may sound like a leap into the unknown. But 

where God appoints, God provides. God blessed us greatly during that time and he provided for all 

our needs. And today, I still consider myself greatly blessed: as well as supplying all my material 

needs, God has given me a loving, close-knit family, and a caring church fellowship here at 

Emmanuel, and I have a reason to praise him every day of my life. 

Where God appoints, God in his grace and mercy through Christ Jesus, provides. 

A little old lady would come out every morning onto the steps of her front porch, raise her arms to 

the sky, and shout, “Praise the Lord!” 

One day, an atheist moved into the house next door. He soon became irritated at the little old lady. 

So, every morning, he would step out onto his front porch, and yell after her, “There is no God!” 

Time passed, the two of them carrying on this way every day. Then one morning, in the middle of 

winter, the little old lady stepped onto her front porch, and shouted, “Praise the Lord! Lord, I have 

no food and I’m hungry. Please provide for me, O Lord!” 

The next morning, when she stepped onto the porch, two huge bags of groceries were sitting there. 

“Praise the Lord!” she shouted. “He has provided groceries for me!” 

The atheist jumped out from behind the hedge, and shouted, “There is no Lord. I bought those 

groceries!” 

The little old lady threw her arms into air, and shouted, “Praise the Lord! He has provided me with 

groceries and He made the devil pay for them!” 

Paul wrote of God’s grace in Christ providing for his needs. 

In v12, Paul writes that the grace of Christ gave him strength to work hard. 

Grace gave Paul the wisdom to conduct himself in a godly manner. 2 Cor 1:12: Now this is our boast: 

Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our 

relations with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We have done so, relying not on worldly 

wisdom but on God’s grace. 
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And God’s grace gave Paul boldness in proclaiming the gospel: Rom 15:15: Yet I have written to you 

quite boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me. 

Strength, wisdom and boldness. These are the things we must pray for, if we are to share the gospel 

with others: strength to persevere in the face of trials and discouragement; wisdom in our dealings 

with the world, with those who have little or no spiritual discernment; and boldness in taking the 

gospel into potentially hostile places. 

The gospel is one of Grace, Mercy and Justice. Paul knew the grace and mercy of Christ Jesus to save 

him from sin, to appoint him as a herald of the gospel, and to provide for all his needs. May this be 

true for each one of us. Amen. 

 

 


